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Species diversity of Japanese amphibians: recent progress and future prospects of systematic studies
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Abstract: A review of systematic study of Japanese amphibians, especially focusing on recent taxonomic changes, phylogeographic study, conservation, and future prospects, is done. The number of known species and its degree of their endemism has been greatly increased, especially in this decade. However, the present systematic study of Japanese amphibians is still incomplete and many new species are waiting to be described. Recent development of genetic analysis promoted taxonomic study of Japanese amphibians. Presently, new analyses by use of DNA reveal fine-scaled, population- and species-level, phylogeny and phylogeographic relationships in Japanese amphibians, and this trend will continue also in the next decade. The recent taxonomic changes urge to modify conservational laws and Red Data Book at governmental and regional level. For these purposes, we need more researchers majoring in taxonomy, morphology, life history, and conservation of Japanese amphibians. In order to increase these numbers, we must train younger students engaged in such studies on amphibians.
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